
Summer Reading Program – Entering 11th Grade (Mrs. Kita) 
Theme:  Relationships and Identity 

 
Topics:  Smuggling, Alcoholism, Single Parent Families, Terrorism 

 

 
 

Runner by Carl Deuker 

 When a new job falls his way, Chance jumps at the opportunity, becoming 

a runner who picks up strange packages on a daily route and delivers them 

to a shady man at the marina. Chase knows how much he will earn-what he 

doesn’t know is how much he will pay. Suspenseful, fast-paced and timely, 

this novel avoids easy answers as it examines issues of terrorism and 

patriotism, fear and courage, and lives of privilege and poverty. 

 

 

 

Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar Prompts 



 Characters: character questions probe into the ideals, 

actions, purposes, and motives of the characters. 

 

 Setting: setting questions consider how the settings of the 

story represent, influence, or influence the novel itself and 

our lives. 

 

 Symbols: symbol questions look for the underlying meaning 

in symbolic items, relationships, speech, and actions 

throughout the novel, they interpret the ‘ideas’ behind the 

‘things.’ 

 

 Theme/motif: theme/motif questions identify or prompt 

discussion on the underlying truths about humanity in the 

book, what the author was trying to communicate about 

society. 

 

 Style: style questions reflect on the way the author chose to 

write the novel. What technical elements did he include, 

what decisions did he make, and how did they influence the 

telling of the story? Analyze the author's writing style and 

decide if they're a master or an amateur. 

 Essential: essential questions examine ideas from the novel. 

(e.g. what is love? how does one love? what is family? what 

is normal? what role does community play in the individual’s 

life? Is love helpful or harmful?) 

 

 

 

 



 

Guidelines for Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

1. Refer to the text when needed during the 

discussion. A seminar is not a test of memory. You 

are not "learning a subject"; your goal is to 

understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected 

in the text 

2.      Its OK to "pass" when asked to contribute 

3.      Do not participate if you are not prepared 

4.      Do not stay confused; ask for clarification 

5.      Focus on the subject currently under discussion; 

make   

          notes about ideas you  want to come back to 

6.      Don't raise hands; take turns speaking 

7.      Listen carefully 

8.      Speak up so that all can hear you 

9.      Talk to each other, not just to the leader or teacher 

10.    Discuss ideas, not just each other's opinions 

11.     You are responsible for the seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expectations of Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

 

When I am evaluating your Socratic Seminar participation, I 

ask the following questions about participants.  Did they….  

Speak loudly and clearly? 

Cite reasons and evidence for their statements? 

Listen to others respectfully? 

Stick with the subject? 

Talk to each other, not just to the leader? 

Paraphrase accurately? 

Ask for help to clear up confusion? 

Support each other? 

Avoid hostile exchanges? 

Question others in a civil manner? 

Seem prepared? 



 

Socratic Seminar:  Participant Rubric    

 

A Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to 
move the conversation forward  

 Participant, through her comments, demonstrates a deep 
knowledge of the text and the question  

 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant, through her comments, shows that she is actively 

 listening to other participants  
 Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends 

    the conversation  
 Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.  

   

 

B Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers solid analysis without prompting  
 Through comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge 

of the text and the question  
 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others 

     and  offers clarification and/or follow-up  
 

 

C Level Participant 

 Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the 
     seminar leader  

 Through comments, participant demonstrates a general 
 knowledge of the text and question  

 Participant is less prepared, with few notes  
 Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer 

       clarification and/or follow-up to others’ comments  
 Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the 

text to drive her comments  
 

 

D or F Level 

Participant 

 Participant offers little commentary  
 Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little 

    understanding of the text and question  
 Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to 

   further the discussion         
 Participant distracts the group by interrupting other speakers or 

   by offering off topic questions and comments. 
 Participant ignores the discussion and its participants  

 



Directions: below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on 

Runner. Read them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of 

ideas you might want to discuss during the seminar.  

 

1.  What are some of the major themes in this novel?   

2.  Describe the setting of this novel.  Where does Chance live?  How does 

his home life differ from his classmates? 

3.  List the good and bad qualities of Chance.  List the good and bad 

qualities of his father. 

4.  Why do Chance and his father not celebrate Christmas and 

Thanksgiving?   

5.  Do you believe that Chance’s father was trying to make things right? 

6.  Throughout the novel, Chance is living in fear to make extra money.  Is it 

worth all of this extra stress?  Which would you rather be: 1). poor and safe 

2). paid and afraid 

7.  What are the differences between Chance and Melissa?  What are the 

similarities? 

8.  What is Semtex?  What happened with Pan Am Flight 103? 

9.  What offer did Melissa and her father make?  How did Chance respond?  

What would you have done in this situation? 

10.  Chance thought he'd rise to another level insofar as status and societal 

approval is concerned, but he was wrong.  What do you think?  Does 

making more money even things up?  If not, then what does?   

11.  Create a list of qualities that a person can earn or acquire to "move up" 

in the world. 

12.  Should high school students get jobs?   

13.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a part-time or 

full-time job while being a high school student? 



14.  List 3-5 things that cause people to be happy.   

15.  What are the most important components you should have in your life 

to ensure happiness? 

16.  How much money is enough?  How much money do we need to be 

happy? 

17.  Do you believe that Chance’s dad is a hero?  What does it mean to be a 

hero? 

 

 

 

 


